Have Kielland forceps reached their 'use by' date?
Kielland forceps have long been used in Australian hospitals for rotation and delivery from occipitolateral and occipitoposterior positions. We have studied the pattern and use of these forceps in our hospital, and conducted a statewide survey of obstetric trainees about their experience with Kielland forceps. We conclude that current obstetric training programmes are unlikely to provide registrars with sufficient skill in their safe use.